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Westlake Girls High School

• The National Qualifications Framework (NQF)

• NCEA 1, 2, 3 and other qualifications

• University Entrance

• The old assessment and the new

• How parents can help

• How NCEA operates at Westlake - course 

planning, subject selection, careers, NCEA 

assessment rules & extra information.
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National Qualifications Framework



Credits needed for an NCEA

Minimum 80 credits, awarded at the level of the top 60 credits

Level 1: 80 credits at any level including 10 in Literacy and 10 

in Numeracy (there are specific achievement standards 

across a range of subjects that contribute to meeting Literacy 

and Numeracy – not just English and Mathematics)

Level 2: 80 credits of which a minimum of 60 at Level 2 or 

higher

Level 3: 80 credits of which a minimum of 60 at Level 3 or 

higher and a maximum of 20 credits at Level 2



Mode of Assessment

• Internally-assessed standards:

Work is assessed by the teacher with national 
quality checks (moderation) 

• Externally-assessed standards:

Work is assessed by a marker from outside 
the school in written examinations (each 
November) or portfolio submission e.g. Visual 
Arts, Technology, Graphics



Norm-referenced

• Compared the individual’s 

performance against others

• Reported grades or percentages 

• Success was rationed to imply 

consistency between years 

• Results were scaled or mark 

schedules adjusted to fit a 

normal or predetermined 

distribution

Standards-based

• Measures individual performance 
against preset standards

• Measures real levels of achievement

• Students know what is required to 
reach the standard

• The performance of other students 
does not affect the individual’s result

• Students are not in competition for 
limited grades or pass rates

• Provides a profile of achievement of 
skills and knowledge

Then and Now



Then

Mainly external examination-

based

• One-off silent exam per subject

• Some subjects included an 

internally-assessed component 

whose mark was adjusted to the 

group’s exam marks

• Some subjects provided one-off 

assessment of submitted folios 

or assignments (eg Visual Arts)

and Now

A mix of external and internal; 

exams and other appropriate 

assessments

• Teacher observations

• Exercise books

• Journals or logbooks

• Running records or checklists

• Performances

• Essays

• Tests

• Exams

• Reports

• Assignments

• Portfolios



+ Level 3 NCEA

+ 10 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher

+ 5 credits at Level 2 or above in Reading

+ 5 credits at Level 2 or above in Writing

University Entrance

14 credits at 

Level 3

or higher in an

‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 

Level 3

or higher in an

‘approved 

subject’ area

14 credits at 

Level 3

or higher in an

‘approved 

subject’ area



The Certificate



Certificate Endorsements

• Endorsement with Merit 

Students require 50 credits at Merit or Excellence at 

the same level or higher

• Endorsement with Excellence

Students require 50 credits at Excellence at the same 

level or higher



Course Endorsements

Students will gain an endorsement for a course where 

they achieve:

• 14 or more credits at Merit or Excellence at the lower 

level that supports the endorsement 

• at least 3 credits from externally assessed standards 

and 3 credits from internally* assessed standards

• sufficient credits in a single school year.

*PE and Level 3 Visual Arts – bullet point 2 exempt



How Parents/Caregivers can help
• Help students maintain regular attendance and 

homework and assignment completion

• Assessment timetable & time management

• Monitor progress- talk with students about their 

learning and assessments. Ask them to show you 

what they are doing and explain it to you

• Regularly ask about their results and check portal

• Encourage them to register for Learner Login

• Regular encouragement

• NCEA apps for parents and students can be 

downloaded from app stores, for tracking & goals.



Where can I find out more?
www.nzqa.govt.nz



• 6 courses in Year 12 but 5 courses at Year 13

• Each course is comprised of achievement standards  

(usually 5 or 6, although this can vary – around 20-24 

credits per course)

• Approximately 3 of the standards in each course will 

be externally assessed (examination in November or by 

way of portfolio) and the remainder will be internally 

assessed

• Mode in internal assessment will vary e.g. 

assignment, assessment in class over several days, 

practical task, oral presentation 

Course Planning



• Subjects will be selected online through 

the portal

• You will have received an email with 

instructions (these are also on the Year 

groups google classroom)

• Subject choices can be made between 

Monday 14 August and Friday 1 

September

Subject Selections Online



• These are entry requirements for 

courses at year 12 and 13.

• Check the course information online 

carefully.

• You may not be able to select subjects 

if you have not taken them previously.

Pre-Requisites



• How do I know if I have chosen the 

right subjects? 

• There are no right or wrong subjects 

individually but which subjects will 

work together towards a goal is an 

important consideration

• Play to your strengths. Keep your 

options open if unsure.

Thinking Ahead



• Academic - 50 credits at Merit or 

Excellence for a level 

endorsement.

• Future - Be aware of pre-requisites 

for specific school and university 

courses.

Goal Setting



Further study

• At Year 13 you can still keep several 

options for further study open.

• UE gives you entrance to university 

but not necessarily to all courses

• Some university courses have subject 

requirements from school - check 

these carefully on the university web 

sites or in the brochures



• Auckland University has an English 

Language Requirement which is different 

to UE Literacy

• Some university courses use a Rank 

Score - based on your top 80 credits

Excellence credits = 4

Merit credits = 3

Achieved credits = 2



• University might not be for you.

• Talk to careers about other possible 
options and career paths.

• Do make sure you have met minimum 
requirements you may need for a 
course or job entry. Level 1 Literacy & 
numeracy or attaining Level 2 in future 
years

Beyond School



• Week 8 and 9 of this term.

• Are important preparation. 

• Study.

• Refine your examination technique.

• Know the examination timetable.

• They could be used for derived 

grades. 

End of Year Examinations



Subject Counselling

• You will have individual subject 

counselling with your Deans following 

examinations.

• Changes of mind can be made at this 

point, but not after 30 November. 



Need any help?

• Read the course information on the portal 

where you make selections

• Talk with your subject teacher

• Go to the Careers Department

• If you cannot access the portal from 

home, use a computer at school (Library 

or Careers department)







• Please read this document when you 

receive it and ensure that you are aware of 

procedures to follow when your daughter 

misses an assessment due to illness etc.

• In many cases a medical certificate may be 

required

• Students who take holidays during term 

time will not be able to have assessments 

rescheduled



• Every year you sit NCEA externals, you 

must pay NZQA fees. 

• Ensure that you have paid your NZQA 

fees to the payments office or the school 

website ($76.70) so that we can pass this 

payment onto NZQA. Extra international 

fees.

• Otherwise late fee payments ($76.70 + 

$50) must be made directly to NZQA 

after early September

NZQA Examination Fees



Don’t Panic!

• Your course selection at Year 11 should 

still be broad. It will not define you for life. 

Aim at a well balanced education.

• NCEA allows flexibility, focus on gaining 

good overall results and building your 

skills.

• You have until Friday 1 September to 

make your selections.



Detailed information

Course choices - The portal has good 

information to read prior to making a 

choice.

More details - The school website 

contains links to other websites:

www.westlakegirls.school.nz

under the tab curriculum/NCEA.


